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September: 
· Narrow your list of colleges to 5-10 and explore their websites to find information about the application process, deadlines& financial aid (plan visits). 
· Create a To-Do list or calendar that includes the following important information: 
· Which standardized tests you’ll need to take, and their registration deadlines, testing dates, and fees. 
· College & financial aid application due dates. (**Aid applications deadlines may be due before application deadlines). 
· Recommendations: make sure to ask your teachers & counselor to write a recommendation. Be sure to complete all required forms. You must request you letter of recommendations 15 school days before the college due date). December 1st is the deadline for January 1st deadlines! 
· Transcripts: Need to be requested through Naviance 15 school days before the college due date. 
· Scholarships: Click on the link in the Counseling Department to find other ways to fund your college education, and plan to attend Financial Aid Night in November. 
· Create your Common Application account. 
October:
· Try to finalize your college choices. Also, follow up with your counselor & teacher regarding your letters of recommendation. 
· Prepare for Early Decision (ED), Early Action (EA) or rolling admission application; be aware of due dates. 
· Essays: create a 1st draft & ask teachers/others to read them. If applying for ED, essay completion by Oct. 15thst. 
· Complete your Senior Sketch, Resume, and FERPA Waiver through Naviance. 
· Have your parents complete the Parent Questionnaire? 

November: 
· Nov. 1-15: ED admissions & college may require your applications and essays (keep copies!). 
· Complete at least 1 college application by Thanksgiving (the more you can do now, the less cramming later). 
· Transcripts should be on their way to colleges at your request through Naviance. 

December: 
· College applications & essays are getting submitted (keep copies!). 
· Contact each school approximately 2 weeks after sending applications to confirm they have received your information and to make sure nothing is missing!! 

January, February, March: 
· No ‘senioritis’ please! Accepting colleges do look at 2nd semester senior grades and extracurricular activities. 
· This is a good time to visit colleges. 
· If you are wait-listed, the college will want to know what new accomplishments you have made since initially applying to the school. 

April: 
· You will receive acceptance letters and financial aid offers by April 1st.  When you decide, notify your counselor of your choice, so that any necessary paperwork can be submitted at the end of the school year. 
· Bring copies of your letters of acceptance to the counseling office. 
· If you have any questions about housing options, contact the college’s office of residence life, or view their website for details. 

May: 
· May 1st colleges cannot require a deposit/commitment to attend before May1st. By this date, you must to inform each college of your acceptance or rejection of admission and/or financial aid. 
· Send your deposit to one college only. 
· Wait-listed? If you will enroll once accepted, tell the admission director about your intent, and ask how to strengthen your application. Need financial aid? Ask whether funds will be available upon acceptance. 

June: 
· Inform your school counselor of the college you’ve decided to attend and request a final transcript to be sent. 
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